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planned. The Burmese drove out the raja of Manipur and chased
him into Cachar. The raja of Cachar fled to British territory,
and the Government of India, fearing an attack on Eastern
Bengal, declared a protectorate over his state, and sent in a force
which compelled the Burmese to withdraw. That was in 1824.
Meanwhile troubles had again broken out on the Arakan
frontier. In 1823 the Burmese seized Shapuri Island on the
British side of the estuary of the Naaf. A British force reoccu-
pied it, but an attempt to set up an Ajiglo-Burmese frontier
commission failed. Then in January 1824 Bandula took over the
command in Arakan and began to concentrate troops for a
march on Chittagong.
War could no longer be avoided. The East India Company
had its hands free in India. Bandula and Bagyidaw had chosen
a singularly inappropriate moment at which to challenge it.
Neither had the slightest idea of its real strength. It came as a
complete surprise to them that the British could treat Arakan
and Assam as of slight strategic importance and concentrate
upon a large-scale sea-borne invasion of Lower Burma from an
assembly point in the Andaman Islands. Hence, when the
fleet and its convoy of transports passed up the river on 10 May,
1824, the British achieved a complete strategic surprise. They
captured Rangoon without a blow.
The war which followed has been called the worst-managed
one in British military history. No one could quarrel with the
main plan of campaign, which was to capture Rangoon and
advance up the Irrawaddy to the capital, while at the same time
conducting subsidiary operations for the occupation of Assam,
Arakan and the Tenasserim coast. But Sir Archibald Campbell's
expeditionary force was so badly supplied with transport that
it was tied down to Rangoon, unable to press through to Ava
before the wet monsoon rendered a campaign up the Irrawaddy
impossible. It had been erroneously assumed that the Mons of
the Delta would gladly provide the necessary transport, and
plentiful supplies of fresh food as well. It was even fondly hoped
that the loss of Rangoon would cause Bagyidaw to sue for peace.
So the invaders were held up for six months during the
rainy season at Rangoon, and it was not long before only a few
hundreds of the original force of 11,000 were fit for operations,